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The Mediterranean house gecko (Hemidactylus turcicus) is native to countries sur-
rounding the Mediterranean and extends east to India and Somalia (Conant and
Collins, 1998). However, H. turcicus has spread to several New World coun-
tries including Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Panama, and the United States. The
first verified report of H. turcicus in the United States is known from Key West,
Florida in 1915, with other notable introductions documented in Arizona, Califor-
nia, Louisiana, Alabama, Texas, and other areas of Florida (Lever, 2003). Spread of
this species has since been documented in many additional states (Livo et al., 1998;
Hare, 2006; Kleopfer et al., 2006; Reed et al., 2006; NatureServe, 2008; Platt et al.,
2008). Human-mediated dispersal is thought to be the major cause of this species’
dramatic range expansion (Lever, 2003), and Locey and Stone (2006) suggested
that dispersal ability is limited and jump dispersal events are the major mode of
expansion. Climate is thought to be a major factor preventing the northward spread
of this species (Meshaka et al., 2006). However, cold climates are circumvented
through exploitation of heated buildings, demonstrated by gecko presence in Col-
orado, South Dakota, and Maryland (Livo et al., 1998; NatureServe, 2008; Platt et
al., 2008).

Hemidactylus turcicus has been recorded throughout much of East and South
Texas, but notable gaps exist in its distribution, such as the apparent absence
from the panhandle with the exception of Lubbock County (Dixon, 2000; Jadin
and Coleman, 2007). Approximately 28 counties in Central Texas lack a record
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for H. turcicus despite records for neighboring counties (Dixon, 2000). Our ini-
tial search results verified the presence of H. turcicus in Caldwell and Guadalupe
Counties, sometimes in areas remote from significant urban development (Far-
allo et al., 2008; Swanson et al., 2008). This suggests that the distributional gaps
may represent absence of effort, rather than absence of geckos. We therefore
expanded our search effort, surveying 11 additional counties in Central Texas.
We focused our searches near debris located in proximity to town centers and
lighted buildings adjacent to interstates after sunset. In each attempt we success-
fully located one or more individuals within approximately 20 min (table 1). As
one example, the town of Tilden is approximately 109 km from San Antonio,
35 km from a major highway, and has a human population of approximately 500
(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/TT/hlt18.html). However, we
readily found H. turcicus within this town. These distributional records fill gaps
within the species’ known range and indicate its likely occurrence across a far
greater range than currently documented. The presence of H. furcicus in small, iso-
lated towns is indicative of their potential to spread throughout Texas.
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